After-Meeting Social Procedure
One task of the social team is to organize small social gatherings to follow each BESS educational meeting.  The following guidelines should be followed:

1) Select a location. 
For the first after-meeting social at the Woodlawn Holiday Inn, we had hoped to patronize the hotel bar/restaurant where we meet as a show of good faith to the hotel and also to maximize the number of attendees, due to the fact that some people won't stick with a group when the group moves. But the hotel location proved unusable, so a second location was selected. Important to consider in selecting a location are (from most important to least): (a) proximity to the meeting. The closer the better; walking distance is best. No matter how great a space you want to go, if it's too far or in the wrong direction, people just won't go; (b) ease of access to main travel arteries. Keep in mind that people coming in from out of town don't know the back roads. Pick a place that's near a main highway (in our case, 695 or I-95), preferably on a main road with ramps onto such a highway; (c) ample parking, if people have to drive there and they can't park, they'll just go on home; (d) decent food and drink selections. Goes without saying, right? (e) reasonable prices.
2) Notify the management of your intent to bring a group in, and the time you expect to be there.
Our first social in Federal Hill was impromptu and only 8 people went, so it was no big deal for the wait staff. The second one, in Woodlawn, netted 17 people. We surprised the management of Pebbles Pub, but they accommodated us well. In the future, always make sure the establishment is expecting a group of whatever size you expect. This will reduce wait time after arrival.
3) Have a handout with directions. 
Include on the handout an easy to follow map, as well as turn-by-turn directions. Also include the name, address, and phone number of the establishment, to make it as idiot-proof as possible. Ideally, also include post-meeting directions to get back to the main highways, for those out-of-towners mentioned earlier. Some people may be hesitant to go if they fear getting lost afterward.
4) Take care of the speaker/s
Be sure to invite the guest speaker/s personally to join the group at the social. If they attend, keep scene tradition alive by picking up their portion of the tab. This is a small way to say "Thank You" from the group. Ask everyone ELSE in attendance to kick in an extra buck or two to accomplish this.
