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I.  
Not one community, but many

    
A. 
Leathersex (no motorcycle required)

    
B. 
BDSM (B&D, D&S, S&M)  (and the transgendered)

    
C. 
Women’s groups

    
D. 
Men’s groups

    
E. 
TNG groups (SM, The Next Generation)

    
F.
Boyz, Bears, Ponies, SCAdians, Munches, and the Polymorphous Perverse

II.  
A Community of Individuals

     
A. 
Why SM?

        

1. 
Some begin with realization that they are just not “normal”

         

2. 
Some begin with an attitude of exploration and “discover” SM

     
B.  
The SM Learning Curve

         
1.  
The decision to act

         

2.  
Reality check (fantasy versus reality)

         

3.  
Self-definition (what do I want, anyway?)

         

4.  
Education

         

5.  
Socializing, “playing”, and reinventing relationships

     
C. 
Boundaries of SM “play”: safe sane consensual

        

1. 
Safe (can you come back and “play” some more?)

        

2. 
Sane (can you still function in everyday life?)

        

3. 
Consensual (if you say “no”, will anyone listen?)

     
D. 
The myth of "always wanting more"

III. 
Old Guard, New Guard, Right Guard, Whatever

    
A. 
Some history: subcultures, rituals and symbols

       

1. 
American Fetish practitioner networks (c1930-1971)

       

2. 
Gay Leather networks, bars, clubs (c1945-1971)

          


a. 
The Wild One (1953)

          


b. 
The Leatherman’s Handbook

    
B. 
Getting organized

       

1. 
1971: The Euelenspiegel Society and the Chicago Hellfire Club

       

2. 
A leather bar and an SM group in every major city

       

3. 
1980s “Safe Sane Consensual”

4.  
“Old Guard” versus “New Guard”

           


a.  
“Old Guard” varied from place to place and time to time

b.  
“New Guard” varies from place to place and time to time

       

5. 
The Internet (’nuff said)

    
C. 
SM subcultures: merging and emerging

       

1. 
1994: the American Psychiatric Association allows for 

SM practices among the mentally healthy

          


a.  
This result follows the “kink-aware professionals” project

          


b.  
This success encourages SM activists

       

2.  
National SM scene

           


a.  
“Over 500 organizations nationwide”

           


b.  
SM vs the law:  San Diego Six, Baltimore, Paddleboro, etc.

       

3.  
Everything changes always (except One True Wayism)

IV. 
Resources

    
A. 
SM-Leather-Fetish Community:

        

SM as a Cultural Style                  

www.americanfetish.net

  

National Coalition for Sexual Freedom   
www.ncsfreedom.org

        

Leather Archives & Museum    

www.leatherarchives.org

        

Leather Leadership Conference  

www.leatherleadership.org

    
B. 
DC-Area SM-Leather-Fetish Organizations:

        

Black Rose                           

www.br.org

  

The Crucible 



www.the-crucible.com 

  

DC Pride 



www.dcpride.org 

  

DCSMA  



www.dcsma.org

  

Females Investigating Sexual 

members.aol.com/FISTWomen/ 

        

Terrain (FIST) 

  

M.A.S.T. DC 



www.mast.net/washdc 

  

The Resource Pool 


www.resourcepool.org 

  

SigMa 




www.sigmadc.org 

  

Strictly Social 



www.geocities.com/novadssoc 

  

Baltimore AT EASE 


baltimoreatease.org 

  

Baltimore Educational and   

www.bess-md.org 

        

Social Society (BESS) 

    
C. 
Local Resources:

        

DCSM e-mail list:  To subscribe, send a message to majordomo@serve101.org 

 

with the phrase 'subscribe dcsm' in the body of the message. 

Baltimore-bdsm e-mail list: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/baltimore-bdsm

MD and DC resource list:  
http://bdmd.hollywood.com/

