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Editor’s note:  The purpose of this document is to providing a “kit” to enable you to create a media information packet for your group, fraternity, or club (hereafter, “club”).  This info packet is designed to specifically address misconceptions surrounding SM “play”.  It is appropriate for any club that hosts play events or events, such as leather-title contests, that involve or encourage SM “play”.  

To use:  1) replace text in [brackets] with info relevant to your club, 2) remove all of these italicized “editor’s notes”, including the disclaimer below, and 3) leave the footer on page 1 in place.  If you want, you can go with a more traditional title: [your club name here] Press Kit.

Disclaimer:  This document was prepared by DCSMA, which recommends that all media contacts receive appropriate training.  For more information, contact DCSMA.  

A Brief History of [your club name here]

Editors note:  it is strongly recommended that the history lesson be confined to a fraction of this one page.  DCSMA is used as an example.  

[First paragraph:  who, what, where and why]  DCSMA was formed by Jonathan Krall and Tyler Green on July 7, 1998 to further SM advocacy in the Washington, DC, SM-leather-fetish community.  At that time, Krall and Green held volunteer staff positions with the nacsent National Coalition for Sexual Freedom.  While DCSMA was intended to be a small, informal, networking group for those in the community who were working on political advocacy, it has grown considerably in size and scope. 

[Second paragraph:  here is a good place to emphasize the way your group or club is connected to the local SM-leather-fetish community.  The fact that this community even exists is news to many reporters.]  DCSMA was helped greatly by Paul B. of SigMa, a gay men's BDSM support and education group,  who facilitated the use of the DC Eagle for DCSMA montly meetings.  This move helped strengthen ties between DCSMA and the many other leather organzations that call the Eagle “home.”  DCSMA has been meeting in the Eagle since September, 1998.

[Third paragraph: time to trumpet your accomplishments.]:  DCSMA is now one of the few places where individuals  (gay, lesbian, het, bi, trans and pansexual) from all parts of the DC leather community work side by side on projects that benefit our community. DCSMA programs and activities include political outreach, media outreach, the DCSMA-Leather Leadership Conference Scholarship Fund, marches and protests, and leadership-training workshops.   At present, DCSMA workshops are provided for and at leather organizations as requested.  While these efforts are focused on the DC-area community, DCSMA members have travelled as far as Las Vegas, NV to provide this training.

Five Common Misconceptions About SM

SM is not abuse.  SM requires consent.  Abuse does not.  Any practice that is not safe, sane and consensual is not SM.  Often, SM is erotic role-play in which it appears that the dominant partner does as he/she wishes, without regard to the needs of the submissive partner.  In fact, it is the submissive partner that has the final say.  

SM “play” does not resemble abuse.  Appropriately, most media reporters are new to actual SM play.  While seeing one individual strike another may elicit the visceral negative reaction rightly associated with abuse, the resemblance ends there.  Often, SM “props” are used to stimulate the flesh only as required to engage the most potent of all sexual organs: the mind.  With its emphasis on informed consent and specialized equipment, SM play has more in common with so-called “extreme sports” than with any form of violent or dangerous behavior.

SM play is not “consensual violence.”  While some SM play can be quite intense and may produce temporary cuts or bruises on one or both partners, most SM play (especially the kind that bruises) requires careful negotiation and attention to detail.  In fact, SM-oriented social events are commonly monitored for safety and comfort.  To state that SM play is “consensual violence” is akin to stating that sex is “consensual rape.”

All SM players are not “radical”, “sexist” or “exclusive”.  SM practitioners represent all orientations, genders, ethnicities, races and socio-economic classes.  SM play itself is diverse; individual players often enjoy varying “roles” and play styles. People do not choose SM because they are “different.”  Unfortunately, they are considered “different” because they choose SM.

SM is not an aberration.   According to the American Psychiatric Association, Psychologists and psychiatrists do not view SM as a problem unless a person's interest in SM results in “clinically significant distress.”
Five Under-Reported Stories About the SM-Leather-Fetish Community

Editors note:  Clearly, there are more than five stories listed below.  While you should certainly consider adding story-items of your own, it is recommended that the final list contain only five items (an overly-long media packet will simply not be read).

Consenting adults experience discrimination for engaging in (gasp) sex!  Consenting adults are losing jobs, promotions, children and other rights.  Why?  Because they choose to “play” outside of the sexual mainstream.  And staying in the closet does not always work.

The fetish community promotes self-acceptance.  In a world increasingly obsessed with youth and “beauty,” fetishists of all ages, colors, shapes and sizes are being encouraged to get naked, enjoy sex and have fun.

Legal trends are restricting personal freedom.  Licensing laws throughout the US increasingly restrict SM activities; enforcement is on the rise.  Recent cases in Baltimore, San Diego, and Massachusetts have involved accusations of zoning, civil and criminal violations.

SM “play” between consenting adults is accepted a healthy by psychiatrists.  Can the rest of us be far behind?  In 1994, the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of the American Psychiatric Association redefined “sexual sadism” and “sexual masochism” and the new definitions are only now gaining acceptance.  Today’s SM “players” can enjoy perfect mental health so long as their SM play does not result in “clinically significant distress” or affect every day “functioning.”

The radical right steps-up its focus on the SM-leather-fetish community.  As gays and lesbians gain acceptance, the radical right is seeking to associate the gay and lesbian communities with “sadomasochism.”  Whether effective or not, these attacks promote discrimination against consenting adults in alternative-sexuality communities of all orientations, genders and political affiliations.  These communities are becoming increasingly organized and are fighting back.

Generations X and Y reinvent sex.  While the rest of us argue about political rights and AIDS research, 18 to 25-year-olds are building their own alt-sex communities where orientation and gender definitions are being rewritten or erased entirely.

Modern relationships move beyond traditional boundaries.  By reexamining and renegotiating the boundaries of their relationships, adults of all ages are discovering new-found freedom to explore and enjoy their sexuality.  Within negotiated boundaries, which commonly specify safer sex practices, many adults are creating non-traditional, but supportive, multiple-partner “families.”

Editor’s note:  it is recommended that the NCSF document, “What is SM”, be appended after this page to provide further background information.  We realize that “What is SM” 

is perhaps overly comprehensive.  As new NCSF documents become available, this recommendation will change.  “What is SM” is available upon request from dcsma@dcsma.org.

This information packet includes materials prepared by the District of Columbia Sexual Minority Advocates (www.dcsma.org) and the National Coalition for Sexual Freedom (www.ncsfreedom.org).  These materials are used by permission.

